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Role Model Revolutionary Spirit and Political Identity:
Creative Transformation in Norman Bethune Narrative before Founding of PRC
Zhang Zhiyong
( Research Center for CPC Revolutionary Spirit and Cultural Resources/ School
of Marxism Hebei Normal University Shijiazhuang Hebei 050024)

Abstract: When Norman Bethune passed away in November 1939 the CPC followed the traditional commendation sys—
tem and praised Dr. Norman Bethune. This practice conformed to the Chinese tradition of hero worship; besides it embod—
ied the social function of admonishing the good and warning the evil and it would inspire and mobilize the people to partici—
pate in the war of resistance and to fight with courage. The CPC also called on the military members and civilians in the
base areas to learn from Norman Bethune. In the liberated areas especially in the medical profession the campaign “Doc—
tor Norman Bethune as Our Model” was launched to transform the revolutionary spirit into material strength ~strengthening
its cohesion and fighting capacity. At the same time the CPC widely publicized Doctor Bethune’s heroic deeds and revolu—
tionary spirit to the whole nation virtually establishing a perfect image of proletarian internationalist hero. Thus the true
story of Doctor Bethune constituted a powerful element in the personification process of the CPC ideology promoting the
construction of the New Democratic political culture. The Chinese people’s political emotion towards the Party and their po—
litical identity was gradually and successfully established. This not only became the spiritual strength that enabled the CPC

to achieve the revolutionary victory but also posesses the profound political appeal that is still exercising huge influence to—
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